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Abstract

This study aimed to assess the second-year nursing students’ attitudes and perspectives
toward older persons. Samples were 136 second-year nursing students. The attitudes towards
older persons were collected by questionnaires. Perspectives towards older persons were
collected by focus group discussion. Descriptive statistics were used for quantitative data
analysis, and content analysis was used for qualitative data analysis.

The research findings showed that second-year nursing students had positive attitudes
towards older persons at the highest level (M = 4.28 +0.809). Moreover, the level of negative
attitude was at a high level (M = 3.77 + 1.012). Perspective towards the elderly, consist of 2
themes. The first theme was value person with the sub-theme of highly experienced, the role
model, and moral person. The second theme was a vulnerable person with the sub-themes of
physical and functional decline, likely to get sick and recovery slow and dependency person.

The study results reflect nursing students have a positive attitude towards the elderly
and having a point of view in understanding about the change of the elderly. These good
attributes should be enhanced among nursing students; then, they will become good geriatric

nurses in the future.

Keywords: nursing student, older person, attitude, perspective
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